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U.S.C. 1001, which provides, with regard
to statements or entries generally,
that whoever, in any matter within the
jurisdiction of any department or agen-
cy of the U.S., knowingly and willfully
falsifies, conceals, or covers up a mate-
rial fact by any trick, scheme, or de-
vice, or makes any false, fictitious, or
fraudulent statements or representa-
tions, or makes or uses any false writ-
ing or document knowing the same to
contain any false, fictitious, or fraudu-
lent statement or entry, will be fined
not more than $250,000 or imprisoned
not more than 5 years, or both.

Subpart B—Enforcement

§503.15 Enforcement.

The investigation, inspection, and
law enforcement functions that carry
out the provisions of 8 U.S.C. 1184(c),
INA section 214(c), 20 CFR part 655, sub-
part A, or the regulations in this part
pertain to the employment of any H-2B
worker, any worKker in corresponding
employment, or any U.S. worker im-
properly rejected for employment or
improperly laid off or displaced.

§503.16 Assurances and obligations of
H-2B employers.

An employer employing H-2B work-
ers and/or workers in corresponding
employment under an Application for
Temporary Employment Certification has
agreed as part of the Application for
Temporary Employment Certification that
it will abide by the following condi-
tions with respect to its H-2B workers
and any workers in corresponding em-
ployment:

(a) Rate of pay. (1) The offered wage
in the job order equals or exceeds the
highest of the prevailing wage or Fed-
eral minimum wage, State minimum
wage, or local minimum wage. The em-
ployer must pay at least the offered
wage, free and clear, during the entire
period of the Application for Temporary
Employment Certification granted by
OFLC.

(2) The offered wage is not based on
commissions, bonuses, or other incen-
tives, including paying on a piece-rate
basis, unless the employer guarantees a
wage earned every workweek that
equals or exceeds the offered wage.
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(3) If the employer requires one or
more minimum productivity standards
of workers as a condition of job reten-
tion, the standards must be specified in
the job order and the employer must
demonstrate that they are normal and
usual for non-H-2B employers for the
same occupation in the area of in-
tended employment.

(4) An employer that pays on a piece-
rate basis must demonstrate that the
piece rate is no less than the normal
rate paid by non-H-2B employers to
workers performing the same activity
in the area of intended employment.
The average hourly piece rate earnings
must result in an amount at least
equal to the offered wage. If the worker
is paid on a piece rate basis and at the
end of the workweek the piece rate
does not result in average hourly piece
rate earnings during the workweek at
least equal to the amount the worker
would have earned had the worker been
paid at the offered hourly wage, then
the employer must supplement the
worker’s pay at that time so that the
worker’s earnings are at least as much
as the worker would have earned dur-
ing the workweek if the worker had in-
stead been paid at the offered hourly
wage for each hour worked.

(b) Wages free and clear. The payment
requirements for wages in this section
will be satisfied by the timely payment
of such wages to the worker either in
cash or negotiable instrument payable
at par. The payment must be made fi-
nally and unconditionally and ‘‘free
and clear.” The principles applied in
determining whether deductions are
reasonable and payments are received
free and clear and the permissibility of
deductions for payments to third per-
sons are explained in more detail in 29
CFR part 531.

(c) Deductions. The employer must
make all deductions from the worker’s
paycheck required by law. The job
order must specify all deductions not
required by law which the employer
will make from the worker’s pay; any
such deductions not disclosed in the
job order are prohibited. The wage pay-
ment requirements of paragraph (b) of
this section are not met where unau-
thorized deductions, rebates, or refunds
reduce the wage payment made to the
worker below the minimum amounts
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